Task 49. Comment on the following statement.

Young people pay too much attention to their appearance and
fashion.

What is your opinion? Do you agree with this statement?

Write 200—250 words.
Use the following plan:

make an introduction (state the problem)

express your personal opinion and give 2—3 reasons for your
opinion

express an opposing opinion and give 1—2 reasons for this
opposing opinion

explain why you don’t agree with the opposing opinion
make a conclusion restating your position

Task 50. Comment on the following statement.

Honesty is the best policy.

What is your opinion? Do you agree with this statement?
Write 200—250 words.

Use the following plan:

make an introduction (state the problem)

express your personal opinion and give 2—3 reasons for your
opinion

express an opposing opinion and give 1—2 reasons for this
opposing opinion

explain why you don’t agree with the opposing opinion
make a conclusion restating your position

3.4. BAPUAHTbI COYMHEHUIA
C JJIEMEHTAMU PACCYXXAEHUA

IIpencraBieHHbIE HUXE TPUMEPHI COUMHEHU MOMOTYT y4ya-
IIUMCS TIOHSITh CTPYKTYPY PabOTHl U O3HAKOMUTBHCS C BO3MOX-
HbIMU apryMeHTamu mo Teme. He pekomMeHayeTcs 3ayuuBaTh Ha-
M3yCTh 3TH BapMaHTbl, TaK KaK Ipu olLeHUBaHUU 3agaHuss C2
ocoboe BHMMaHUE YIEJNSIETCS CIOCOOHOCTH BSK3aMEHYEeMOro
MPOAYLIMPOBATb COOCTBEHHOE PA3BEPHYTOE NMUCbMEHHOE BbICKA-
3bIBaHUE.
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Ecimu Gonee 30% oTBera MMeEET HEMPOAYKTUBHBIA XapaKTep
(T.e. TEKCTyaJIbHO COBIMAmaeT C OMNYOJMKOBAaHHBIM HMCTOYHUKOM
WA APYTUMU 3K3aMeHAIIMOHHBIMM paboTaMU), TO BEICTaBsgeTcs 0
6aJToB O KpUTepuio «PellleHne KOMMYHMKATUBHON 3amadn», H,
COOTBETCTBEHHO, BCE€ 3agaHue oueHuBaercsd B 0 6amioB. Tekcry-
aJIbHbIM COBMAJEHUEM CUMTAETCS 1OCJIOBHOE COBMAaJeHUE OTpe3Ka
MUCbMEHHO peun nauHoi 10 cjioB u 6oJiee. BoisiBIeHHBIE TEKCTY-
aJIbHbIE COBITAICHUS CYMMUPYIOTCS, U TIPH MpeBbIlieHny nMu 30%
OT 0O01LIEro yucja cJioB B OTBeTe, paboTta olieHUBaeTcsl B () 6asioB.

B xauyecTBe TpeHUPOBKU MOXKHO HAMKCaTh aHATOTUYHOE COYM-
HeHUe, TIPUHSB 32 «CBOE MHEHME» MPOTUBOMOJIOXHYIO TOUKY 3pe-
HUSI, WM HEMHOTO U3MEHUTb (hOPMYIUPOBKY TEMBbI.

Task 1. Most people would prefer to live in the countryside.

Nowadays many adults consider city life quite dangerous. On
the contrary, lots of young people tend to move to cities in search of
better life and I can understand their point of view.

In my opinion, most people would rather not live in the country
because life in a big city has lots of advantages. For example, it is of-
ten easier to get a good education and to find a well-paid job. Be-
sides, there is a wider choice of sports facilities and health centres.
What is more, if you live in the city, you can visit museums or go to
the theatre. All in all, city lifestyle is full of variety so you will never
feel bored.

However, some people would prefer to live in the countryside.
They argue that city life is rather unsafe as there is a lot of crime and
violence. In addition, city dwellers have more problems with their
health owing to pollution.

From my point of view, these arguments are not crucial because
the government tries to eliminate crime in cities. I think that we
must all do our best to make our city a safer place. As for pollution,
there are lots of parks in cities and the restrictions on harmful emis-
sions are tougher nowadays.

In conclusion, I believe that despite some drawbacks city life is
really enjoyable. As for me, I would like to live in the city because
I am a keen theatregoer and I do not mind noise and pollution.

Task 2. The use of mobile telephones should be restricted.

There are lots of different ways of communication nowadays,
but perhaps the most popular one is a mobile phone. While some
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people think that a mobile telephone can be harmful, I cannot imag-
ine my life without it.

In my opinion, we should not restrict the use of mobiles as they
do more good than harm. To begin with, they are small enough to
fit into our pockets so we can easily take them everywhere and al-
ways stay in touch. Besides, they allow us to send messages, which
is very cheap. What is more, today we can log on to the Internet, pay
for things, take photos and send them to our friends.

However, some people are afraid that radiation from mobiles
can cause cancer. Another concern is that teenagers are becoming
too addicted to their mobiles and spend lots of their time playing
games or sending messages.

From my point of view, these concerns are groundless. Firstly,
there is still no proof that radiation from mobiles and cancer are in-
terrelated. In addition, modern telephones have the level of radia-
tion far below the safety limit. As for mobile addiction, I believe no-
body is crazy about mobiles now because they have become part of
our everyday lives.

To sum up, I want to say that every technology has both advan-
tages and drawbacks. I am sure we should not reject mobile phones
for the bad effect they might have. On the contrary, we must learn
how to make the best use of them.

Task 3. All subjects at school are equally useful.

People have various preferences so it is natural that school stu-
dents want to study the subjects they are interested in. However,
many teachers are against this, arguing that all subjects must be stud-
ied in the same way.

In my opinion, students should be allowed to choose the sub-
jects they want to study because in this case they will be more enthu-
siastic about their school work. In addition, if students are forced to
study all subjects, they can easily lose interest in education. What is
more, if all subjects are compulsory for studying, students will not
have enough time to learn all of them properly therefore they will be
constantly under a lot of pressure,

Nevertheless, most teachers believe that their subject is of great
importance and they will not let it be optional. Moreover, teachers
claim that students must be well rounded, so they need to study all
subjects equally.

Actually, I am afraid that when we learn a variety of subjects, we
get very poor knowledge and we are not able to get an idea of what
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our interests are. Besides, some subjects can be of no use for us in
the future and we will forget everything we learned at school in these
lessons.

In conclusion, I strongly believe that being free to choose what
to study is an effective form of education. Yet I must admit that we
should not completely reject all the other subjects. Instead, teachers
ought to find an easier form of teaching them.

Task 4. People will only study online in the future.

Nowadays a growing number of people give up the classroom
environment and choose to study online. They claim that distant
learning will completely substitute traditional ways of education and
I completely agree with them.

In my opinion, people will only study online in the future owing
to obvious advantages. First of all, online learning provides an easier
and more comfortable way of obtaining knowledge because there is
no need to attend classes and to spend time getting to and from
school. In addition, students can work at their own pace, taking time
when they need it and speeding through courses that are easy. What
is more, students will be able to specialize in courses they are most
interested in.

However, many disbelievers argue that traditional school will
exist for ever. Their main argument is that online education lacks in-
teractive classroom setting, which makes it easier to master the sub-
ject. Besides, certain subjects like Maths or Physics may be hard to
learn without a direct help of a teacher.

Personally, I cannot agree with them since modern software
provides opportunities for online webinars, when students can dis-
cuss the subjects together. Moreover, with the help of special pro-
grammes, students can talk with their teachers and ask for help
whenever they need it.

In conclusion, I want to say that although the real effectiveness
of online education has not been evaluated yet, I am convinced that
it will be widely used in the future as the most comfortable and con-
venient way of learning.

Task 5. Electronic books will substitute printed books in the fu-
ture.

The latest advances in information technology make people
think that schools of the future will use computers instead of printed
books. Although electronic books have not been widely accepted
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yet, many people claim they will be able to take the place of printed
books.

In my opinion, electronic books will replace traditional books
because computers can store lots of books in their memory and
modern software allows us to find quickly the necessary information.
Besides, with the interactive programmes on computers studying
will be much more exciting. What is more, electronic books will not
degrade overtime like their printed counterparts.

Nevertheless, some sceptics argue that computers will not be
able to substitute printed books because a printed book is better for
human eyes than a computer screen. In addition, books are cheaper
and easier to use since they do not need electricity or the internet
connection.

However, I disagree with this opinion because modern comput-
er screens emit no radiation and allow us to read even in low light
conditions, so they are even less harmful than books. Of course we
will have to pay for electricity but I think it will be cheaper than to
pay for printed books, which are very expensive nowadays.

To sum up, I think computers and printed books will peacefully
coexist for years to come, but in the future technological progress
will make it possible for pupils to carry laptops or even palmtops in-
stead of traditional bags with lots of heavy books.

Task 6. School attendance should be optional.

Education is very important nowadays. Although in some coun-
tries children can be educated at home by their parents, many peo-
ple still think that all pupils must attend school.

In my opinion, school attendance should be optional and pupils
can study at home if they want to. First of all, children will study in
a comfortable environment. They won’t be teased and bullied, or
just distracted from their studies by other pupils. Besides, home—
educated children will study at their own pace. Moreover, this way
of education perfectly suits gifted pupils, who are bored by tradition-
al school lessons and, therefore, often play truant.

However, there are parents who insist on compulsory school at-
tendance because it is easier for them to work while their children
are at school. They believe their children won’t study hard. What is
more, parents are usually not qualified enough so they are afraid that
their children will not receive an appropriate level of education.

Actually, I cannot agree with their opinion because while study-
ing on their own children learn to be responsible and self-reliant so
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their parents will be able to continue working. More than that, they
will always have the opportunity to come to school and consult a
teacher if they have any problems.

To conclude, I want to say that children should make their own
choice whether to attend school or not. In this case their education
will be more effective as they will choose the way of learning that
suits them most of all.

Task 7. Giving extra pocket money for good marks is a perfect way
to encourage children to do well at school.

It cannot be denied that money oils the wheels of the world.
Therefore, many parents see pocket money as a way of making their
children study well. However, I cannot agree with them.

From my point of view, pupils should try to do their best at
school without any payment because it is their duty. They should
understand that good education will help them to become successful
in the future. Another argument against this practice is that children
get upset when they do badly at school not because of their poor
knowledge but because they will get no money. Finally, there are lots
of other ways to encourage students to study better.

Nevertheless, parents think that getting pocket money for good
school grades teaches pupils that money does not grow on trees and
develops a sense of how much has to be done to earn it. Besides,
children become more interested in good results at school and try to
study better.

Personally, I disagree with their opinion because pupils should
be ready to learn for learning’s sake. Of course they may be rewarded
but for extra work, not for their duties. Moreover, getting pocket
money may become their main target so that students may start
cheating so as to get good grades.

To sum up, I think that this practice has more bad than good
sides. That is why I strongly believe that parents should not give their
children any money in order to encourage them to study better.

Task 8. Exams are a fair way of testing students.

Every year thousands of students take exams which can deter-
mine their future. Some teenagers pass them successfully and are
satisfied with their results whereas others fail and, therefore, consid-
er exams to be unjust.

As far as I am concerned, exams seem fair because examination
questions are the same for all students. Besides, exam papers are
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marked according to a strict scheme and usually by more than one
expert. Furthermore, students do exams at the same time and under
the same conditions. If the examination procedure is strict, students
have no opportunity to cheat, that is why the results of exams are
quite objective.

Nevertheless, there is an opinion that exams do not reflect the
real knowledge of students because they might be so nervous on this
day that they make a mess of the exam. In addition, some students
think that tests do not truly judge their intelligence. What is really
evaluated is their short-term memory.

Actually, I cannot agree with these opinions because those stu-
dents who prepare properly for their exams feel calm and confident
and do not make mistakes. Moreover, modern exams include not
only tests but also writing essays, where students can show their real
knowledge and individual abilities.

To sum up, although exams are not an ideal way of testing stu-
dents, I believe they assess our knowledge in a fair way. However,
the best system would be a mixture of exams and course work, in
which students will be able to show their creative abilities.

Task 9. Students who take gap years are more successful in their
university studies.

Many roads are open before school-leavers. Therefore, it is not
easy for them to make the right choice. Some students believe it is
necessary to enter university whereas others prefer to get some ex-
perience first.

In my opinion, it is more effective to continue our education
and get the necessary knowledge for our future profession, which we
can apply later on in life. In addition, we still remember everything
we were taught at school, so we can make a better use of this knowl-
edge if we continue studying after school. What is more, with good
qualifications we will be able to find a highly paid job because every
company needs well-qualified employees.

However, many students take a gap year after school and start
working in order to find out what their interests are and choose their
future career. Some of my friends believe they will be more success-
ful in their university studies if they get the necessary experience for
their future education.

Actually, I cannot agree with their point of view because it is it
is easier to continue studying after school and it will be more difficult
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to do it after a gap year. Moreover, gap years may disrupt the process
of studying, so teenagers will not return to education.

In conclusion, I want to say that the final choice depends on our
attitude to education. Personally, I think that further education is
very important, so after finishing school I am going to enter univer-
sity and continue my education.

Task 10. It is necessary to keep animals in zoos.

There are lots of zoos in the world and millions of tourists visit
them every year. Nevertheless, more and more people doubt the ne-
cessity of keeping animals in captivity.

From my point of view, we should not keep animals in zoos be-
cause captivity is not natural for them and it is a constant stress to a
wild animal. In addition, zoos are like prisons for animals as they
live in small cages and do not get necessary food. What is more, an-
imals become very aggressive and unpredictable, and often attack
zoo keepers and other people.

However, many people are sure that zoos help endangered spe-
cies to survive as they get special care and treatment. Another argu-
ment for keeping animals in zoos is that people can watch these an-
imals and learn new information about them.

Actually, I do not think that zoos help endangered species be-
cause most rare animals are extremely difficult to breed in captivity.
Besides, in zoos, it is almost impossible to meet the animals’ natural
needs. I also believe that zoos do not teach us much because animals
do not act the way they would in the wild. In my view, we can learn
more about animals by watching wildlife programmes on TV.

In conclusion, I would argue that keeping animals behind bars
only for the sake of our education and entertainment is not quite
fair. In my opinion, people must create nature reserves, where wild
animals will be able to live in their natural environment.

Task 11. Cars should be banned from the centres of big cities.

There is no doubt that the invention of the car changed the
world and nowadays we can hardly find a family without a car. Nev-
ertheless, some people are against cars, especially in the centres of
big cities.

In my opinion, cars should not be allowed into the city centres
as they add to pollution and poison the air we breathe. We must also
think about the people who live in the centre and suffer from the

90



noise made by cars. Moreover, the streets in the centre are usually
narrow, therefore people are often stuck in traffic for many hours
and, as a result, arrive late at there destination. Finally, with no cars
in city centres, there would be no need for large ugly car parks,
which would allow more space for parks.

However, many people believe we would not be able to survive
without cars because most of the goods for shops and other business-
es are transported by cars. Besides, they are afraid that in this case
public transport would be overloaded.

As for me, I cannot agree with this opinion. I am sure it is pos-
sible to solve all transportation problems by introducing a reliable
high frequency tram service as well as developing the underground.
As for the goods, we could use electric vehicles for their delivery.

To sum up, I believe that a clean, reliable and environmentally
friendly public service would encourage people to use public trans-
port and help smooth the transition to a car-free zone.

Task 12. It is better to be an only child in the family.

Nowadays one-child families are prevalent in most European
countries. Despite the fact that most adults choose to have only one
child, their children more often than not prefer to have a sibling.

In my opinion, it is better to have a brother or a sister than to be
an only child. To begin with, if you have a sibling, you have someone
to play with or to talk to, and you’ll never feel bored. What is more,
if you get into trouble, your brother or sister will give you a helping
hand or at least some advice. Finally, children in large families are
usually not overindulged by their parents so they are not selfish or
greedy.

However, some teenagers think that it’s great to be an only child
because they have a room of their own. In addition, their parents
give all their love, care and money only to them.

As for me, I disagree with them because kids should learn at the
very early age that the world doesn’t revolve around them and that
they have to share their possessions or wait for their turn. Moreover,
in large families parents love all their children equally and kids learn
how to love each other, too.

In conclusion, I want to say that despite the fact that one-child
families have some advantages, I would like to have a brother or a
sister because no matter what happens in life, I will always have
someone to share my thoughts and feelings.
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Task 13. Fast food is harmful to our health.

Fast food restaurants are becoming increasingly popular nowa-
days, especially among teenagers. Yet not everyone understands how
junk food affects our health.

In my view, this kind of food is not useful because it is high in
fat, which is believed to be one of the major causes of obesity and
heart disease. Besides, it is loaded with calories because burgers,
nuggets and other dishes at fast food restaurants are usually three
times larger than the amount you should consume. Moreover, fast
food may be addictive as high levels of salt and sugar content in most
fast food items cause our brain to seek them out.

Nevertheless, lots of young people enjoy fast food because it is
tasty and they do not have to wait for a long time until their food
is prepared. In addition, fast food is rather inexpensive, which is
very important for teenagers who usually do not have much pocket
money.

However, what is tasty is not always healthy and junk food is ob-
viously not nutritious. In my opinion, it is better to have a plate of
soup than to eat a hamburger. More than that, a plate of soup in our
school canteen is cheaper than a hamburger and having lunch does
not take up much time.

In conclusion, I want to say that everybody should make their
own choices whether to eat junk food or healthy food. Personally,
I'am convinced that fast food is harmful to our health so I prefer
home-made meals.

Task 14. The best way to lose weight is following a diet.

Nowadays many people think that the best way to improve their
fitness is following a diet. However, scientists believe that dieting is
not really healthy and effective.

In my opinion, strict dieting may be dangerous. To begin with,
dieting causes muscle loss and this loss is also from your heart, which
may have severe consequences. Moreover, while dieting your body
is more susceptible to different diseases. Finally, dieting lowers your
metabolic rate, so when you return to your normal food intake, you
will put on weight even faster than before.

Nevertheless, lots of people consider dieting to be the best way
of losing weight. First of all, you don’t spend time on fitness clubs.
You just cut out snacks and desserts, which is much easier. Besides,
you may count the number of calories you eat every day, which may
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substantially reduce the amount of food you consume and help you
lose weight.

Personally, I believe dieting is a wrong way because you cut out
sugar and fat, which are necessary for your body. In addition, the
lower the calories eaten per day, the harder it is to get the daily re-
quirements of proteins and vitamins.

To conclude, I believe that to stay healthy everybody should fol-
low a sensible, well-balanced diet that gives their body exactly what
it needs. Yet I think the best way of keeping fit is doing sports. If you
do regular exercise, you can eat and drink whatever you want be-
cause you are burning it all off.

Task 15. Genetic modification will bring more harm than bene-
fits.

Genetically-modified crops have made a big splash in the news
lately. Farmers are encouraged to produce genetically-modified
food although many people are worried about harmful effects of ge-
netic technologies.

In my opinion, genetic modification may have harmful effect
because there is a possibility that introducing a gene into a plant may
have an unexpected and negative impact on human health. For in-
stance, it may create a new allergen and cause an allergic reaction in
individuals. Moreover, GM crops may also pose a health risk to an-
imals that eat them as they may be poisoned by the built-in pesti-
cides.

Nevertheless, many scientists believe that genetic technology is
one of the best solutions to the problem of world hunger. First of all,
genetically-modified crops are faster and cheaper to grow. There-
fore, it will be possible to increase production and lower the cost of
food. Besides, these crops could be grown in areas suffering from
drought and salt.

However, despite possible benefits I still doubt the necessity of
using genetic modification for solving the problem of hunger be-
cause it may lead to dangerous epidemics since some crops are mod-
ified using the DNA from viruses and bacteria. In addition, we
should use the advances of computerised technology for mastering
new lands.

In conclusion, I would like to say that although we cannot afford
to ignore a technology that has such enormous potential benefits, we
must proceed with caution to avoid causing unintended harm to hu-
man health and the environment.
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Task 16. Young people today are not as healthy as they were fifty
years ago.

We can often hear from our grandparents that the health of
modern teenagers is much worse than that of their counterparts fifty
years ago and I think they are right,

In my opinion, young people today are not as healthy as they
used to be. To begin with, they eat lots of genetically modified food,
which is definitely harmful. Besides, modern teenagers often smoke
or even take drugs, which leads to serious diseases. Moreover, lots of
teens play computer games or watch TV all day long instead of walk-
ing and doing sports. As a result, many young people are overweight
and suffer from heart diseases.

However, many people ignore these facts arguing that teenagers’
health is steadily improving due to modern health care and better
nutrition. They also claim that young people do not die today of
such diseases as pneumonia or tuberculosis.

Nevertheless, I am sure that the health of modern teenagers is
definitely getting worse because modern health care cannot cope
with polluted air and water as well as harmful additives in food. Ad-
ditionally, teenagers usually ignore their doctors’ advice to eat
healthy food and eat whatever they want or even skip meals. I should
also add that today we are threatened with such incurable diseases as
AIDS.

In conclusion, I want to say that teenagers’ health is the basis of
our future and it is not as good as it may seem. I believe our society
should pay more attention to the health of a younger generation.

Task 17. People should be responsible for their own health care and
have private health insurance.

In the USSR almost all medical care was guaranteed by the
state and was free of charge. Nowadays only a small part of it is
covered by state insurance. In other cases people have to pay for
their medical expenses or to buy private health insurance, which is
not right.

From my point of view, the government should have overall
responsibility for people’s health. Firstly, those people who work
pay enough taxes for the government to ensure sufficient health
care for everybody. In addition, disabled people who do not work
and have no money to pay for their treatment should not be un-
derprivileged. Finally, medications are getting more and more ex-
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pensive that is why not all people can afford to pay for the required
medical care.

However, there are people who think that we should have pri-
vate health insurance because it will provide better health care than
state insurance. Moreover, they are sure that if we pay extra, we will
get a better treatment and medications of higher quality.

Personally, I think the quality of health care does not depend on
who pays for your expenses. Actually, it depends on the overall de-
velopment of medicine in the country. What is more, private insur-
ance companies may go bankrupt and people will not get any med-
ical help at all.

To sum up, I strongly believe that in a democratic society every-
body should have the right to health insurance. I am convinced that
the government must provide people with proper treatment and
medications.

Task 18. Any holiday is just a day off.

Holidays are an essential part of our culture. Yet not all people
understand the importance of their celebration. They consider any
celebration to be a waste of time, which is not true.

In my opinion, holidays are not just days off because they help
to keep up our traditions and to preserve our culture. In addition, it
is a good chance to bring the family together and to meet all your
friends and relatives. What is more, there is a special atmosphere be-
hind each holiday and it is a good opportunity to make people hap-
py. As for me, I like the spirit of a holiday and I always try to follow
the traditions connected with it.

Nevertheless, not all people enjoy celebrations. They are not in-
terested in ancient traditions and only regard holidays as additional
time off work. They also believe that holidays are just an excuse for
spending money or making it.

Actually, such attitude is wrong. I believe it is very important
that traditions do survive in the country as they help to define who
people are. Of course people spend lots of money on presents. How-
ever, it is not only the present that counts, but also the fact that peo-
ple greet each other and share the joy of the day.

To conclude, I want to say that holidays help to bring genera-
tions together. Personally, 1 enjoy celebrations. For me, a holiday is
not just a day off but a special occasion and I usually prepare for it
beforehand.
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Task 19. Sending to prison is the most effective way to punish cri-
minals.

There is a lot of violence in our society and imprisonment is a
common form of punishment. Although prisons keep us safe from
dangerous criminals, I believe they do not completely solve the
problem of crime.

In my opinion, people should find more effective punishments
for criminals than prison. First of all, prisoners face horrible condi-
tions in prisons, which, coupled with an environment of criminal
peers, often make criminals more violent than when they went in.
Besides, they are released with a perspective of being unemployed.
As a result, most ex-prisoners commit a crime again. What is more,
a vast majority of prisoners are locked up for non-violent crimes
such as low-level property crimes.

Nevertheless, some people consider prisons to be the most ef-
fective punishment because they think that prisons teach criminals
that ‘crime doesn’t pay’. They also suppose that prisons protect peo-
ple from those who might harm them.

However, 1 think that imprisonment works adversely against
crime because criminals learn in prison how to commit worse
crimes. Therefore when they leave, they break the law again. More-
over, some prisoners are not really dangerous because they are men-
tally ill, so doctors can help them more than prisons. Rehabilitation
programmes cost far less and are more effective than prison.

In conclusion, I believe that prisons are necessary for criminals
who are a real threat to society. Although murderers deserve
being sent to prison, it may be better if less dangerous criminals re-
ceive different punishments, such as community service or a fine.

Task 20. The death penalty must be imposed on all murderers.

At one time capital punishment was used in almost every part of
the globe, but in recent years some countries have abolished it.
However, many people consider the death penalty to be the best
punishment for murderers.

From my point of view, killing a person is inhumane and society
should show how much it values a life by never killing anybody, even
murderers. A second argument against capital punishment is that
sometimes innocent people are found guilty. If they are imprisoned,
they can be released. This cannot happen if they have already been
executed.
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Nevertheless, there are people who believe that the death pen-
alty acts as a deterrent. In other words, people are afraid of commit-
ting crimes as long as the death penalty exists. Besides, the punish-
ment should fit the crime therefore the appropriate punishment for
all murderers is death.

As for me, I cannot agree with this point of view. First of all,
there is no conclusive proof that the death penalty acts as a better
deterrent than the threat of life imprisonment. What is more, crim-
inals can have different reasons for murder such as jealousy or re-
venge, so it is unfair to apply capital punishment to all murderers.

To sum up, there are arguments both in favour and against cap-
ital punishment. Although it seems reasonable to impose the death
penalty on the most violent criminals, we ought to do it with great
caution. I personally believe that people should focus on the reasons
of crimes rather than on their punishment.

Task 21. Pupils should learn at least two foreign languages.

There is no doubt that knowledge of foreign languages is ex-
tremely beneficial nowadays. That is why in some schools pupils
learn two or even three foreign languages, although it may be chal-
lenging for them.

In my opinion, children should learn at least two foreign lan-
guages at school because it is easier to learn languages when you are
young. In addition, knowledge of foreign languages will help chil-
dren to get acquainted with foreign culture. Moreover, pupils will be
able to compare different languages, and this comparison will help
them to master their native tongue.

However, some parents are afraid that it will be too difficult for
their children to learn several languages simultaneously because
some languages are very tricky to learn. They also believe that it is
enough for children to learn only English as it is the language of in-
ternational communication.

As for me, I disagree with this opinion. Although it is difficult to
learn foreign languages, it will be a good exercise for the children’s
intellect and memory. Actually, if a child studies regularly, there will
be no difficulty in learning languages. Besides, knowledge of foreign
languages will help pupils in their future education and work because
not all information can be found in English.

In conclusion, I believe that young people should know a lot of
foreign languages so as to be educated and to be able to communi-
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cate effectively in the modern world. I’m sure new technology will
help to make language acquisition easier and more exciting.

Task 22. There should be only one language on our planet.

No doubt that learning foreign languages takes up a lot of time.
That is why some people think that it would be better to reduce the
number of languages on our planet, which in fact is not beneficial
for mankind.

In my opinion, the reduction in the number of languages is a di-
saster because it will totally destroy our great cultural heritage. With
each loss of a language there comes a loss of a culture that deserves
to be protected and treated as valuable. I also believe that leaving
one language for communication will reduce the linguistic diversity
of our planet, which is important for our culture. Moreover, it will
be rather difficult to choose which language to use and it may even
lead to wars.

However, many people suppose that if we have only one lan-
guage on our planet, communication will become easier. In addi-
tion, there will be no need to waste time learning foreign languages.

Actually, I cannot agree with them because knowledge of for-
eign languages makes a person educated and well rounded. You can-
not broaden your mind if you see the world only from the perspec-
tive of your own culture. Besides, people are a lot more helpful if you
speak their language.

In conclusion, I would argue that we should try our best to pre-
serve the linguistic diversity of our planet. I believe that larger cul-
tures should have a respect for minority languages, but, first of all,
the younger generation must want to preserve their native language.

Task 23. The best way to learn a foreign language is to speak with
native speakers.

Nowadays people spend lots of money in order to go to an En-
glish-speaking country to improve their language skills. However,
I doubt that is it the most effective way of learning a language.

From my point of view, studying in a foreign country has certain
drawbacks. Firstly, this way is very expensive as the tuition fee for
overseas students is rather high. Besides, you will have to adapt to a
very different way of life, which can be quite stressful. What is more,
English teachers do not speak Russian so if you do not know English
well, you will not understand their explanation.
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Nevertheless, it is often assumed that it is better to study a lan-
guage abroad because you can practise it speaking with native speak-
ers. Some parents also believe that Russian teachers are not as qual-
ified as those in England.

In my opinion, it is unlikely that we will have lots of opportuni-
ties to speak with native speakers as we do not know many people
there. Moreover, today it is possible to improve our speaking skills
in Russia using the Internet. [ am also convinced that Russian teach-
ers can explain grammar rules better as they can compare two lan-
guages.

To sum up, I would argue that the best way to learn a language
is to study it in your native country because you can always get the
necessary help from your teachers. I think that we should travel
abroad to practise a language but not to study it.

Task 24. Computer games teach us nothing and young people
should avoid them.

People have always had different hobbies but technological
progress has caused the appearance of computers and computer
games, which can keep a child occupied for hours. However, adults
consider computer games a complete waste of time.

As for me, I believe computer games are more than mindless en-
tertainment. Firstly, computer games can teach people to achieve
their aims as they regularly put obstacles in the way of players which
are necessary to overcome in order to progress through the rest of
the game. Secondly, computer games can be a valuable source of ac-
cidental learning that can be applied to school, home, and social
events. Finally, teachers have also started to appreciate educational
games as an opportunity to make their lessons more exciting.

Despite all positive effects, quite a few people are against this ac-
tivity as they find it rather harmful for children’s health. They also
argue that computer games make teens waste their time and neglect
their school work.

Nevertheless, I am sure that if we play games for an hour just to
relax after a hard day at school, this will not do us any harm. What
is more, modern technology has made it possible to eliminate the
bad effect of computers on our eyes.

To sum up, I believe that computer games have more advantages
than drawbacks. They make us persistent, develop our logical rea-
soning and help us to escape from everyday problems. The thing is
to find a right balance between virtual reality and our everyday life.
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Task 25. The world will be better without advertising.

Nowadays everyone is exposed to a continuous chain of adver-
tising messages. Despite the fact that advertising has a lot of advan-
tages, quite a few people consider it useless.

As for me, I cannot imagine our world without advertising. First of
all, it will be impossible to learn about new products, films or travel op-
tions. Besides, advertisements help people find real bargains as they have
access to price information, availability of products, and improvements
being made. More than that, clever and informative advertisements help
companies promote their products and develop their business. Many TV
companies also get most of their money from advertising.

However, lots of people think that the world will be better with-
out advertising because advertisements show life unrealistically and
give untrue information. Adverts are often misleading and do not
talk about products defects. What is more, advertising increases pric-
es for consumers so people think that without advertising products
will be cheaper.

Actually, I disagree with this opinion. Although some advertise-
ments may be of poor quality, most of them are clever and informative
and help people get the best value for money. As for the prices, today
people usually get information from the Internet, and online advertis-
ing is really cheap and does not influence the price of the product.

To sum up, I’d like to say that advertising plays an important
part in the development of our society. I’m sure that we need adver-
tising, but it should be done correctly. Otherwise it will mean annoy-
ing consumers and wasting money.

Task 26. Only people who earn a lot of money are successful.

We can hardly find a person who does not want to become suc-
cessful. Although lots of people believe that success depends on the
amount of money a person earns, rich people are sometimes as un-
happy as the poor.

In my opinion, being rich does not necessarily mean that you
are successful. Firstly, if you only work for money, you will not get
satisfaction from your job. Secondly, while making your fortune,
you may not have enough time for your family so you are bound to
have problems in family relationships. Finally, lots of money can
worsen your character because rich people are often greedy and ar-
rogant so you are unlikely to have any true friends.

Unfortunately, most people view success in terms of money.
They believe that money will bring happiness because they will be
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able to buy luxurious things, travel around the world and realise their
dreams.

However, there are a lot of millionaires with personal problems
and they are often unhappy. We can buy houses and cars but I am
sure money will not help us to buy love, friendship and good health,
which are the most valuable things in life. Moreover, being wealthy
is a powerful predictor that people spend less time doing pleasurable
things, so their dreams seldom come true.

In conclusion, I would argue that being rich is not the only way
of being successful in life. In my view, it is more important to have
an interesting job, good friends and a happy family.

Task 27. Being rich has more drawbacks than advantages.

No doubt that everybody wants to earn as much as possible so
as to be able to do whatever they want. However, lots of young peo-
ple are afraid of being wealthy.

As for me, I do not see any drawbacks in being rich. On the con-
trary, with lots of money you can travel around the world and sup-
port your family. Besides, if you have a large income, people think
you are very successful and respect you more. Finally, being wealthy
means you can help poor people. For instance, you could give some
money to cancer research or donate to charities.

Nevertheless, many teenagers think that wealth brings addition-
al problems. They are afraid of becoming rich because they think
someone will rob or kill them. In addition, they consider rich people
to be criminals who have made a fortune by committing crimes.

Actually, this is not true at all because nowadays even the poor-
est person can be robbed or killed. I also believe there are many mil-
lionaires who are absolutely honest, for example, Bill Gates, who
has turned a tiny software company into a multi-billion dollar busi-
ness. Now he is one of the wealthiest people on the planet and yet
he is a noted philanthropist.

In conclusion, I want to say that money is power, and having
money means having the power to make positive changes. Although
being rich means hard work, I would like to be a millionaire so as to
be able to help people who are in need.

Task 28. Governments spend too much money on space research
while there are still a lot of problems in our world.

Space exploration can mean a major leap for mankind. Howev-
er, it is often criticized because the price for space experiments is too
high, especially while poverty still exists in many parts of the world.
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In my opinion, we should spend more money on space explora-
tion because it can bring enormous benefits to mankind. For exam-
ple, we can find new minerals or even discover new laws of physics
that will help us create new technology. Moreover, space explora-
tion will allow us to establish a human civilization on another planet
as a refuge in case of a nuclear catastrophe on the Earth.

Nevertheless, there are quite a few people who think that the
benefits of space exploration are not self-evident and governments
should spend money on meeting the needs of the poor rather than
on space exploration. Besides, they are afraid that while exploring
space we may discover something extremely harmful for human be-
ings.

As for me, I cannot agree with this opinion since I consider
space research to be extremely beneficial. As a result of this work,
we can have lots of inventions that will make the lives of poor people
much more comfortable. What is more, I believe that modern tech-
nology guarantees the safety of space exploration so it will not bring
new problems.

To conclude, I want to say that space exploration satisfies the
human desire for adventure. I am convinced that our governments
should find the right balance between social and scientific pro-
grammes and continue space research.

Task 29. Cloning experiments should not be subject to government
scrutiny.

Recent advances in genetic biology have led to quite a doubtful
situation. People all over the world argue whether human cloning
research should be controlled by the government since solving prob-
lems connected with human cloning is definitely not an easy task.

In my opinion, the government must oversee human cloning ex-
periments because there are huge risks of abnormalities in human
clones. Moreover, clones will obviously have serious psychological
problems connected with their unusual birth. Finally, there is no
doubt that human cloning will change our perception of what is the
value of a human life as we might switch from having children to
manufacturing them.

However, scientists claim that human cloning is absolutely safe
and should be allowed to develop without any restrictions as thera-
peutic cloning could provide tissues for transplantation. Besides, re-
productive cloning will give parents who are both infertile an oppor-
tunity to have children.
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Nevertheless, I believe that this technology is quite new so it is
not safe enough to use on humans. In addition, it is possible that
clones will age quicker because the cell used in the cloning proce-
dure has already been used in a real life individual therefore the re-
sults of cloning can be rather unpredictable.

In conclusion, we should question whether cloning is really
worth doing when weighed against the problems it raises. I am con-
vinced that human cloning should be under the tight control of the
government because it is dangerous to interfere with nature and the
consequences can be really disastrous.

Task 30. Graffiti is a form of art rather than vandalism.

Art has lots of different forms. However, its evaluation is espe-
cially problematic today when controversial art forms such as graffiti
have become rather popular. Although the artistic value of graffiti is
still highly contested, I regard it as a new form of art.

In my opinion, works produced by graffiti artists demonstrate a
range of personal and cultural expression as it is the way for people to
express their feelings and emotions. In addition, graffiti like any other
art work takes vision and planning as well as a lot of effort. What is
more, in many ways viewing graffiti is very much like viewing contem-
porary art in a gallery and it is appreciated by many people.

Nevertheless, graffiti is often seen as vandalism because instead
of canvas graffiti artists choose train cars or public walls. Moreover,
for many people graffiti is often associated with crime and violence.

Actually, these opinions are unfair as most graffiti artists do not
belong to any rebellious subculture. I am convinced that people
paint on public things because they have nowhere else to express
their feelings. I believe city authorities should create special places
for graffiti where all people will be able to appreciate it. In fact, graf-
fiti can be very artistic, colourful and can brighten up an area.

In conclusion, I would argue that graffiti is definitely a form of
art worthy of display in public places, although I agree that artists
should get permission from those whose property will be used as
canvas.

Task 31. Science plays a more important role in the development
of our civilisation than poetry.

People often argue about the role of science and poetry in the
development of our civilization as both of them have contributed to
our society and without them our world cannot exist.
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As for me, I consider science to be of higher priority as it makes
our lives much more comfortable. Most of the things we use nowa-
days are the results of scientific research. What is more, due to the
improvements in medical science many diseases can now be cured
and people live longer. However, the importance of science goes far
beyond its use in technology or medicine. Without science we are
unable to reveal our past and to predict our future.

On the contrary, some people argue that poetry is more impor-
tant as it helps to tell good from evil and teaches us to be sympathetic
and honest. They doubt the necessity of science blaming it for the
appearance of chemical weapons and nuclear bombs.

Although these objections are true, they do not diminish the role
of science. No development is possible without mistakes, and the
humanity has learned quite a lot from this sad experience. I am sure
that science can be as rich a teacher as poetry although it differs in
technique. It is a vital tool in expanding our knowledge about the
world and, consequently, about ourselves.

To sum up, I believe that science has been more beneficial to
mankind. Nevertheless, we should not underestimate the impor-
tance of poetry as it helps us to appreciate beauty.

Task 32. People can do without sport.

In one way or another, everyone is involved in sport. It is one of
those things that make our lives really worth living. Although a lot
of people seem to be interested in sport, not all of them consider it
beneficial.

As far as I am concerned, we cannot do without sport as it allows
us to keep fit and to stay healthy. Among the benefits of regular ex-
ercise are a healthier heart, weight control and less susceptibility to
illnesses. In addition, sport helps us to overcome difficulties and
gives a chance to acquire self-confidence. What is more, sport makes
us more organised and better disciplined in our daily activities.

Nevertheless, some people argue that sport is not useful because
it takes a lot of energy and time. Besides, they consider sport rather
dangerous claiming that people often have serious injuries.

Personally, I cannot agree with this point of view because not all
sports are equally exhausting and if you are not a professional sports-
man, it will not take up much of your time. Moreover, improve-
ments in equipment allow the reduction in risk and if you do not
take things to the edge, sports activities are rather safe.

104



To sum up, I would argue that sport is essential for people’s health
and we cannot survive without it. However, it is not necessary to be-
come a professional sportsman. If you go in for sports just to stay in
good shape or to relax, then, I am sure, sport is definitely useful.

Task 33. Extreme sports are not worth the risk.

There is no doubt that extreme sports are very popular nowa-
days. Nevertheless, they are considered rather dangerous and it is
quite difficult to understand why people put their lives at risk.

As for me, I can understand why people risk their lives in ex-
treme sports. First of all, they try risky sports because they want to
experience new emotions and for them extreme sport is an antidote
to our safety-first world. Besides, risky sports enable people to con-
front their fears and to satisfy their curiosity. Finally, young people
want to go beyond the usual limits of a human body and this is really
worth risking.

However, parents are often against extreme sports because of the
possibility of injury. They are also afraid that young people will be-
come addicted to taking risks and will take their life to extremes.

In fact, many risky sports are even less dangerous than tradition-
al ones. I am sure that improvements in equipment allow the reduc-
tion in risk and if you do not take things to the edge, extreme sports
are rather safe. In addition, risky sports help people to find new
friends who share the same passion. In my opinion, it is much better
than drug addiction.

To sum up, I strongly believe that extreme sports are as benefi-
cial as traditional ones. They offer the opportunity to carve your own
path and find out where your limits lie. Although I am not a risk tak-
er, I still think that extreme sports are worth the risk.

Task 34. Watching reality shows is a complete waste of time.

Reality shows have become an inseparable part of TV pro-
grammes. However, while lots of people admire them glued to their
TV screens, there are more sceptical viewers who doubt the quality
of these shows.

From my point of view, reality TV is great fun and it is one of
the best ways of entertainment, which helps people to unwind after
a long day at school or at work. Another reason why they are worth
watching is interactivity. Most people enjoy reality shows because
they have an opportunity to participate so they feel in control of the
participants’ destiny.
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Nevertheless, some people consider watching reality shows a
waste of time because all of them are exactly the same and they have
no educational value. What is more, most reality shows are actually
a fake because participants are made to rehearse their performance
so we cannot trust them.

Actually, I cannot agree with this opinion because most partic-
ipants are not professional actors and there is always a bit of unex-
pected performance in every show. Besides, we can watch how con-
testants react under pressure thus imagining how we would behave
under the same circumstances. I am sure it can be really instructive.

In conclusion, I can say that no matter whether we like reality
TV or hate it, it is here to stay and it reflects our life. Personally,
I think it is a good way to relax after a hard day and a wonderful op-
portunity for people to boost their careers.

Task 35. Most soap operas are not worth watching.

Several decades ago, nobody could have predicted that today
soap operas would take over most of TV prime time. Yet there are
quite a few people who consider watching soaps a complete waste of
time.

As for me, I am not a die-hard fan analysing every episode but
I certainly enjoy watching soaps. The prime reason is that they help
me to release tension and to escape from the pressures of everyday
life. Another thing that attracts me to soaps is the presence of sus-
pense. They always keep me guessing about the characters and their
fate, and I want to know what comes next and how it all ends. Fi-
nally, some actors are so talented that I always look forward to meet-
ing them in the next episode.

However, there are people who claim that soap operas are not
worth watching as they have boring and predictable scripts and un-
believable story lines. They think that soaps show life unrealistically.

Personally, I do not think it is correct to blame soaps for being
unrealistic. On the contrary, the reality of the problems portrayed in
soaps make them so recognisable to the viewer. I also cannot agree
that all soaps are boring and predictable as people involved in watch-
ing them are usually captivated by their story lines.

In conclusion, I want to stress that despite strong criticism, we
cannot deny that soap operas are one of the most popular genres on
television. They possess an incredible magnetic attractiveness and
are certainly worth watching.
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Task 36. Children watch too much TV nowadays.

Most kids plug into the world of television long before they enter
school. No wonder that their parents are worried about the conse-
quences of excessive TV viewing and I completely agree with them.

In my opinion, children are too addicted to watching television,
spending hours in front of their TV set. As a result, TV can get in the
way of studying, playing and interacting with parents and friends. In
addition, excessive TV viewing can result in obesity as kids are inac-
tive and tend to snack while watching TV. What is more, there is a
lot of violence on television, which can set a bad example for chil-
dren.

Nevertheless, kids need entertainment and they consider TV
one of the best ways of spending their free time. They also say that
TV helps them to broaden their minds as they can see what’s hap-
pening in the world without leaving their homes.

As for me, I cannot totally agree with them. Although TV can be
an excellent entertainer and educator, there are lots of active ways
of entertainment such as playing games or doing sports, which are
actually much healthier. Moreover, we should not forget about the
educational value of reading a good book.

To sum up, I agree that television, in moderation, can be a good
thing. However, if children watch TV all day long, it is really harm-
ful. That is why I believe parents should set viewing limits to ensure
their kids do not spend too much time watching TV.

Task 37. Violence on TV and crime in society are clearly related.

Over the last fifty years we have seen a huge rise in TV violence
and a corresponding rise in the crime rate. Many people are sure this
is not a coincidence and blame television for the negative influence.

In my opinion, those who think that TV violence accounts for
the rise of crime in society get the situation the wrong way round.
Television just reflects the increase in violence and crime in society.
On the contrary, crime programmes can actually stop people from
breaking the law as they usually show that crime doesn’t pay.

Nevertheless, some people claim that violence on TV has a neg-
ative influence on children as they become more aggressive after
watching violent shows. There is also an opinion that young people
tend to imitate crime techniques watched on TV and therefore are
likely to be arrested for criminal acts as adults.

However, lots of people watch violent crimes on TV without
wanting to commit similar crimes themselves. That is why I believe
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that the main reason for committing crimes is poverty and bad edu-
cation, not television. Moreover, programmes where real life crimes
are re-enacted get people to ring in with information and eventually
help to catch criminals.

To conclude, I do not think it is necessary to forbid all crime
programmes because television should tell people the truth about the
world they live in. I strongly believe we should concentrate on what
people experience in their daily life before we worry about what is
onTV.

Task 38. The Internet is not as good as it seems to be.

We live in the age of information technology and nowadays the
Internet is nearly as common as the telephone. However, some peo-
ple consider it to be one of the greatest evils of our time.

In my opinion, the Internet offers people excellent opportuni-
ties. To begin with, it is much cheaper and faster to send an email to
another country than a letter. Besides, with the Internet, it is now
possible to speak to relatives and friends living abroad almost free of
charge as you only have to pay for the Internet connection. Finally,
the Internet allows people to show their talents and to find a job.

Nevertheless, there are people who consider the Internet a real
danger for society because teenagers often spend all their free time
on the Net neglecting their schoolwork and everyday duties. Anoth-
er concern is lack of privacy as hackers can read your emails or steal
some private information from your computer.

As for me, I think we should not be afraid of the Internet. I sup-
pose that it is less addictive than watching TV or playing computer
games. More than that, it actually helps us to do our work quicker
and better. In addition, the progress in software development allows
us to keep our information safe from interference.

In conclusion, I strongly believe that despite the criticism from
some people and the fears of others, the Internet has changed our
world for the better and we must try to make the best use of it.

Task 39. Our world would be better without cars.

There is no doubt that the invention of the car completely
changed the way people thought about travelling, causing the devel-
opment of many other means of transport. However, the drawbacks
of cars make people think that we should stop using them.

In my opinion, cars are necessary in today’s world. To begin
with, they help us transport goods to places that cannot be reached
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by other means of transport. In addition, cars are the main way of
transportation for people who live far from their workplaces, espe-
cially now when public transport is frequently lacking. Finally, cars
are the best way of travelling as you need not buy tickets and you can
stop wherever you like.

Nevertheless, cars are often criticised because they cause air
pollution, which, in turn, leads to serious lung diseases. Another
argument against using cars is that people are turning into legless
creatures, and inactivity is the main reason for obesity and heart
diseases.

As for me, I cannot agree with this opinion because nowadays
all cars have to be equipped with special emission control systems to
reduce their exhaust fumes, and new environmentally friendly cars
are being developed. Moreover, with cars, people have better oppor-
tunities to reach sports facilities and therefore spend more time do-
ing sports.

In conclusion, I would argue that although cars have certain dis-
advantages, people will not be able to survive without them. I am
sure that instead of rejecting cars, we should improve them to lower
their harmful influence on people’s health.

Task 40. The future of humanity looks bleak.

People have always dreamed of what the future will look like.
That is why there are a lot of futuristic books, films and ideas, both
optimistic and pessimistic.

As for me, I am optimistic about the future. We have already
seen major technological advances over the last fifty years and the
next fifty years are going to be equally exciting. For example, in the
not too distant future scientists will create robots that will do all dan-
gerous and difficult jobs. In addition, medicine technology will con-
quer many diseases including AIDS and cancer. As for entertain-
ment, I believe we will get it from the Internet free of charge.

Nevertheless, there are people who are afraid of the future. They
worry about the activity of terrorists and the possibility of a nuclear
war. Another problem, in their opinion, is our environment, which
is in a sorry state. They predict that we will run out of natural re-
sources and will die of hunger.

However, 1 believe their concerns are groundless. I am con-
vinced that people will be able to control their weapons because ev-
erybody understands what disastrous consequences nuclear wars
may have. We will also take care of our environment and in the fu-
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ture people will drive petrol-free cars, drink purified water and recy-
cle their rubbish.

To sum up, I am sure that we will finally solve all our problems
and will live happily. History shows that people can make the right
choices. That is a good reason to be optimistic about humanity.

Task 41. Tourism ruins everything that it touches.

It goes without saying that tourism can bring economic gain to
the development of all countries. Although some people think that
the price for this development is too high, I would argue that tourism
is a blessing rather than a curse.

From my point of view, tourism is extremely beneficial as it cre-
ates new jobs for people and brings substantial profit for the coun-
try’s economy. In addition, most of the money from tourism is spent
on schools, roads, cultural development and maintenance of archi-
tectural sights, which otherwise would be in a sorry state. What is
more, we may say that tourism brings cultures and people closer as
well as broadens their minds.

However, there are people who are against tourism claiming that
it causes damage to historical monuments and the environment.
They also say that tourists create problems for local residents bring-
ing with them noise, nuisance and crime and ruining their habitual
way of life.

Nevertheless, I do not think these people are right because the
problems caused by tourism are not something that cannot be solved
or avoided. Firstly, some of the money earned by the tourist industry
should be spent on renovation of historical monuments and rubbish
disposal. I also believe that we must teach people to respect local
cultures and human rights.

In conclusion, I want to say that we should not reject tourism
for the bad effects it may have. I am sure that tourism can minimise
its own environmental impact as well as promote understanding.

Task 42. Travel broadens the mind.

Modern life is impossible without travelling. People travel the
globe to see modern cities and ancient towns or just to enjoy pictur-
esque places. Although many teenagers view travelling as entertain-
ment, I believe it has the ability to educate.

In my opinion, travel helps us understand the world so that we
can accept other people’s ideas and beliefs. First of all, travelling
gives us an opportunity to explore the country and to learn about its
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history. Additionally, it is a good chance to try national food and to
take part in national festivals, where you can learn about local cus-
toms and traditions. Finally, travelling is the best way to study na-
ture, for example, when you go hiking in the mountains.

However, there are people who travel to ‘all inclusive’ hotels
and for them travelling means only entertainment. They suppose
that going on excursions and visiting museums is a waste of time so
they just relax and have fun.

Nevertheless, I think that travel broadens their minds regardless
of their expectations because while travelling they are exposed to
things which they would probably never experience if they stayed at
home. Moreover, when they travel, they practise foreign languages
and make new friends.

In conclusion, I believe that travel may truly expand people’s
outlook only if they travel in order to gain new experiences. On the
contrary, if tourists are lazy, the influence will be insignificant. So
I am convinced that travel broadens the minds but only those that
want to be broadened.

Task 43. Teenagers should work part-time to earn their pocket
money.

Most teenagers today are given some pocket money by their par-
ents. Yet teens often feel this is not enough for their needs. As a re-
sult, the question of whether they should have a part-time job often
comes up.

In my opinion, young people should be allowed to work part-
time if they want to, First of all, it will give them a useful introduc-
tion to the world of work. By earning money, teens can learn how a
business works as well as get some working experience. Besides, a
part-time job will teach teenagers the value of things and make them
more responsible and careful with money. Finally, having extra
money will make young people more independent of their parents.

However, many parents are afraid that even a part-time job will
take up a lot of teenagers’ time. They believe that teens are too
young to work and they should only concentrate on their school
work.

Even though this is true, I believe there are special jobs for teen-
agers that do not take up too much time or can be done at weekends
such as delivering newspapers or babysitting. In addition, young
people can find a holiday job during the summer which will not in-
terfere with their studies and earn money for something special.
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In conclusion, I want to stress that teenagers will really benefit
from having a part-time job so I would like to have one. Neverthe-
less, we should not forget that our part-time jobs must not distract
us from studying.

Task 44. Most people enjoy a 9-to-5 working day in an office.

With recent advances in technology, people have a chance to
work at home instead of going to the office every day. However, this
working style doesn’t suit everyone.

In my opinion, most people would rather work in the office even
if they have to stay there from nine to five. Firstly, they enjoy com-
municating with colleagues. If they stay at home, they may feel cut
off from the rest of the world. Secondly, it takes a lot of self-disci-
pline to start working when you don’t have to be at the office by
nine. Not everyone is so highly motivated.

Nevertheless, some people prefer to work from home because
they can structure their day according to their personal needs. For
example, they can spend more time with their kids. Besides, people
don’t have to commute long distances to and from work and pay for
their travel expenses.

Although I can partly agree with this opinion, I don’t think
many people would choose this option because there is always a
danger of overworking since no one will tell you that your working
day is over. Besides, if you spend time with your kids, you won’t do
your work properly. Moreover, you will lack professional communi-
cation, which is worth your travel expenses.

To sum up, working from home can be a great solution for cer-
tain people. Yet there are very few people who can work successfully
without outside pressure. So I believe most people would prefer a
9-to-5 working day in an office.

Task 45. Money is more important than job satisfaction when mak-
ing a career choice.

Nowadays young people have various job opportunities. No
wonder that it is difficult for them to choose their future occupation,
so they often have to make a choice between money and job satis-
faction.

In my view, the major concern when choosing a job should be
our interests and talents. To begin with, a future career should fit our
personality otherwise it is not going to be very fulfilling. Besides, it
is unlikely that a job will be done properly unless we are interested
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in it. Our attitude will surely have a negative impact. So I think it is
better to choose a profession that suits our interests.

Nevertheless, it is natural that many teenagers want to have high
salaries to be able to buy everything they want. In their opinion, the
more money they get, the more they will be respected and admired.

However, I don’t share their opinion. Countless surveys show
that money does not necessarily lead to happiness, which is impos-
sible to buy. What is more, if you only work to earn money, your life
will soon become extremely boring. On the contrary, if you really
enjoy your job, you will achieve success and get the reward and re-
spect that you truly deserve.

In conclusion, I want to stress that while salary is important,
teenagers should not consider earnings as the primary factor when
choosing their future occupation. Although I cannot say that I am
indifferent to money, the most important thing for me is job satis-
faction.

Task 46. Modern teenagers are awful.

It is often believed that today’s teenagers are much worse than
they used to be in the past. However, I doubt that they are really as
bad as they are thought to be.

To my mind, there are no reasonable grounds for criticising
teenagers. To start with, nowadays more teenagers leave school with
good qualifications and go to universities than ever before. There are
millions of young people who achieve great things and become suc-
cessful. In addition, lots of teens do household chores or look after
their younger siblings. Moreover, a growing number of teenagers
take part in different sports competitions and win medals.

Nevertheless, many adults criticise teens for having bad habits like
smoking, drinking or taking drugs. They also claim that modern teen-
agers show no respect to adults and are often cruel and aggressive.

In my opinion, it is unfair that all teenagers are being labelled as
problem. Not everyone who is a teenager smokes, drinks or takes
drugs. More than that, very few of them think it is clever to go out
and start fighting. There are some rebellious teenage subcultures, but
they are opposed to the materialism in the society. In fact, most
teens think about changing the world for the better.

To sum up, I suppose that the main reason for such unjust atti-
tude to teenagers is the generation gap. Although I can agree that not
all teens are ideal, I am sure that by and large they are no worse than
their parents.
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Task 47. Our grandparents say their way of life was much more se-
cure. However, young people have many more life opportunities nowa-
days.

There is no doubt that the present way of life differs much from
the one in the past. However, while young people appreciate the ad-
vantages of the modern lifestyle, it is often criticized by the older
generation.

In my opinion, today young people are offered more life oppor-
tunities than in the past. To begin with, due to technological
progress teenagers can travel around the world and expand their out-
look. Besides, the Internet allows talented people to show their
achievements and to find a job in any part of the world. Further-
more, new technology has made our everyday lives easier. There-
fore, we can spend more time on our education and leisure activities.

Nevertheless, our grandparents claim that their way of life was
better because it was more secure. They believe today young people
are in greater danger because of drugs, new viruses and violence.

Actually, I don’t agree with them because modern teenagers are
aware of the bad effects of drug addiction and take care of their
health. Moreover, the most dangerous diseases can now be cured
whereas in the past people died of incurable illnesses. As for vio-
lence, crime has always existed in the world but today we have better
ways of protection.

In conclusion, I want to say that the old days were not as good
as some people think they were. Although we still have lots of prob-
lems, I find modern way of life more attractive as it allows young
people to make the most of their abilities.

Task 48. Schoolchildren should wear a uniform at school.

Although wearing a school uniform is not compulsory any more,
it continues to be a subject of heated debate between teachers and
schoolchildren.

From my point of view, all schoolchildren should wear a uni-
form because it helps them to perform better at school. Children are
often so focused on their wardrobe that it distracts them from learn-
ing. In addition, experts claim that teenagers who wear school uni-
forms behave more appropriately in the school environment. What
is more, lots of pupils are often teased because they do not wear ex-
pensive designer clothes to school. So those students whose parents
cannot afford stylish clothes will feel more comfortable.
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However, most children say they do not want to wear a school
uniform because wearing the same clothes all the time stifles their
self-expression. Besides, most uniforms are formal and rather un-
comfortable, especially in hot weather, whereas children need to feel
comfortable in order to maximize learning.

Actually, I do not think they are right because a good uniform
allows children to wear personal items so as to express their individ-
uality. Moreover, each school can choose the design that will differ
from others. I also believe that modern industry can produce a spe-
cially designed comfortable uniform with different items for differ-
ent seasons.

To conclude, I would argue that a uniform makes schoolchil-
dren look neat and tidy. Personally, I am for wearing a uniform be-
cause it gives me a sense of belonging and makes me feel a bit dif-
ferent from the students of other schools.

Task 49. Young people pay too much attention to their appearance
and fashion.

What people wear says a lot about who they are and what they
do, and it’s not surprising that teenagers are so concerned about
their clothes. Nevertheless, their parents think that following fashion
is a waste of time.

In my opinion, it’s important to look smart and attractive be-
cause we cannot go through life with the same hairstyle or make-up.
I also believe it is necessary for teenagers to follow fashion. When
you keep up with fashion, you feel confident. What is more, every-
one should find their own style to express their individuality. I hate
it when people dress alike. Personally, I prefer hand-made or de-
signer clothes and try to look stylish.

However, many parents do not understand why teens spend so
much time and money on their clothes. Quite a lot of adults are old-
fashioned and do not accept modern trends in clothing. They say
that fashion comes and goes but the classical style remains.

As for me, I cannot agree with them because teenage fashion is
quite specific. Nobody likes to dress in styles that are too old for
them, and it is no fun being teased because of it. Moreover, clothes
will be especially important in our future career, so learning to
choose the right clothes is worth spending time and money.

In conclusion, I would argue that our modern lifestyle forces us
to look stylish because people judge us by our clothes. Therefore,
I think we should pay as much attention to our appearance as possible.

115



Task 50. Honesty is the best policy.

Honesty has always been of great value in the world. However,
not all people are truthful. Although they find different excuses for
not being honest, I consider lying impossible.

From my point of view, we should always try to be honest if we
want people to trust us. If a person tells a lie once, people will think
he or she may deceive them again and again, so it is unlikely that
they will have good relationships. Besides, sincere people are usually
respected and if you always tell the truth, that means you have
strength of character. On the contrary, dishonest people have no
friends and are often failures.

Nevertheless, there are people who argue that in some cases it is
right to lie, for example, if your lie can save a person’s life. More-
over, they think that insignificant lies such as excuses for not having
done your homework will harm nobody, so it is possible to lie in or-
der to achieve your goals.

As for me, I disagree with them because even if your lie doesn’t
cause any trouble, you will acquire a habit of lying and people will
stop trusting you. What is more, I believe that even in critical situa-
tions we can find a way how to save a person’s life without lying.

In conclusion, I want to stress once again that under no circum-
stances should we lie to other people no matter what aims we want
to achieve. In my opinion, honesty is the best policy.



